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The Committee was appointed as a result of a
resolution passed by Legislative Council on .he 21st
December, 1928, adopting the report of the Selsct Com-
mittee on the 1929 Estimates.

The Committee met on the 22nd Februa :
and all members were present.

Rural telephone lines are at present

by the Post Office as country lines running i

Offices at which a public exchange has not ye:

blished or into a Railway Station, or other

which such switching as may be necessary is performed.
A rural line may be either for the sole use of 2 single
subscriber or a numbsr of subscribers may be co.na
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to the same line, in which rase the line is kno
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"party line.’
A system of code ringing enables any stbscriber

on & "party line" to identify calls in
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Subsceribers on the same "par?®;

with each other at any time

a rural system comprises mo'e than one party line,

seribers on different linec can

each other during such times as someone 1s 1in attendancs

at the switching point into which tis lines are led.
Although the special subscription rates appli

to rural lines are primarily intende? to meet the ne

farmers, the privilege of renting su:h lines is not

limited to any specific business or cccupation.
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The rates of subscription at present

as follows :- Ratea -

For the portion of line within a 5
mile radius of & Post Office or
Railway Station - per mils..ceeeoosn

For the portion of line Hutside
that radius - per mile....-e.00.

5000050

For each telephone instrument....

For each switech point.

™

Desk Tee —pel dinki.iov.. e
If poles (to the specific:iion of

master-General), transport of materiil from t

Rallway Station, and unskilled labou: required in con-

nexion with the erection of the line: are providec free

of charge by the persons concerned,

charges are reduced to <2.1

of line as lies within the 5

mile for such nortion :s is
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The total subscriptio
any system of rural part

subseribers ccocncernsd so desire. I:
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consisting of more than one line the poo

respect of each line separately or of th
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The following is an example of how the rates

and of how the pooling system works.
those taken out by the Post 0ffice in
scheme recently under consideration.
fhe Scheme consists of three lines A,

running frowm the central point in different cir
serve three Tifferent groups of subscribers.

A. serves six subscribers and has

a total length of 15 LLIGS Six

of which are within"the 5 mile

radius:

6 miles @ efﬁhllea.oco.

9 clles 0 per mils.
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Ponled and shared amongst gix

subscribers - £12 per hgad per annum.

serves nine subscribers and has
2 total lepf‘ : 21 miles, eight
f which Al the 5 nile radius:

Jperamatlee L
miles @ f4.Lb ORI e
eleﬂhcnes @EAcrlehe
tehpoint @ 10f—=.s oo sen

°

Pooled and shared amongst nine
£11.6.8 per head per annum

C. serves elght subscribers and has a
tot’i length of 10 miles, seven of

inside the 5 mile radius:
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Pooled and shared
subscrib
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3 Telephones @ \? ranuow.
udltOﬁPOlutS @ < -
Desk fees @ £1

Pooled and share amonst sub
geribers - £11 rer head g,f annu i

my c

The committee 1g satisfied that

arrangements in regard to the application

oling system is sound and should be

pooling system has the great advantage of simmlici

application/



and Southern Rhodesia,

at analogous

basic rates bear

the subscription covers an unlimited
throughout the rural system.

charged at the usual rates when calls have

a telephone trunk line. 7The committee
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time saving
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telephones

person to

through sickness and the suumoning

very great

LLF Ll that t e

provides in pr
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this in mind, the committes is of the
Government should give some measure of

te lephone

that he had ently had available figures
with construction costs of a rural telephone
which has jus en completed and was able
onstruction co
Departument,
Postmaster- e } the Select Committes
1929 Estimates, proposes to recommend a revis
The attitude of the Department is that in con:
the relation of capital cust to revenue, in thL-

rural telephones, only direct costs should b

)

into account and administrative and accounting
should bs left out.

the committee discussed an actual subsidy
finally came to the unanirous conelusion that th
Department's proposals we-e in effect a subsic

as far as those interestes
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rates propo ssd
Ber poertion of line

no change; for length of line outuid
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per mile per annum instead of £4.1¢

instruments £1 psr subscriber
and that a fee for op«

10/~ per subscriber jer
switchpoint rent and desk fee.

1

Very littls interest has baen
reducee rates grantsd when subscribers provide poles,
unskilled labour and transport. No a ration
rates ig, Gherefore, proposed.

In illustration of the effect of th
the following figures are supplied in cor
rural uelephone system which has just beer 1lastalled

Yolo/
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Molo. Thers are 24 subscribers served by four carty

lines an¢ the system covers 09 miles of line in all.

Ll

The annual subseription per subscriber is:

2 o

5 0000 3 © 0050 > 0 > e 9 © 00 00

M o

: At present rates :

> 08 00
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into a place where ther:

agency, the committes

that system should mak.

ments for switching ai theiz
In this Colony,

few telephone routss in

construction is

new poie routs

o

stems

It is desiral hat a close

this so that subseription rates

to > in relation to coastruetion costs.

It has been the practice in the pas
subscribers to rural telephone systems to undertake
continue renting their lines over an initial ysriod
From a business point of view thiz

safeguard. Owing to the

i

11 1s undesirable to lay di

cngth of this peric
considers b L Gol begh Be loit

ster-General to dscids case on its
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A schedule of Police telephone requimments
to link up the different Police Stations in thie Colony
was put before the committec. This schedule involves

he construction of some 660 miles of new tele hone

trunk lines at an cstimated capital cost of £°5.600 and

an-annual rental payable of £3,540. The committec con--
siders that Policc Stations in the vieinity shc1d be
Joined to all existing rural telephone lines, but
schedule put before it consists 6f arterial trur-

and matter is somewhat outside the scope of
committes's terms of reference. Ths scheme appe:t

be one which should be dealt with by Government cire
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